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Presidentôs Message 

By Robert L. Garthwaite 
 
As President of the Ocean County Historical Society, I 

look back over the last two years and note one 

accomplishment that stands out.  Itôs not my 

accomplishment, but that of the OCHS 

membership:  how much more visible, in a very positive 

way, the Society has become to the public at large.  I 

believe that this increased visibility is the result, for the 

most part, of the many events, activities, and tours that 

have brought hundreds of folks into the Societyôs home 

at 26 Hadley Avenue. 
 
Our membership continues to grow every day.  It is 

made up of a variety of skills and talents, creative and 

administrative, all working together, to share Ocean 

Countyôs history. 
 
It is time for me to say thank you to the membership for 

the privilege of serving, with not one single regret, as 

President of the Ocean County Historical Society.  I 

wish the soon-to-be newly elected officers and trustees, 

as well as incumbent trustees, the very best as they 

continue working together, telling the stories of Ocean 

County. 

Curatorôs Report 

Patricia H. Burke 
 
ñIn your Easter bonneté,ò the song stirs up memories 

of new shoes, a new hat and gloves, and maybe a new 

purse.  The newest exhibition, Purses & Accessories of 

the Past, opens at the museum on April 14, 2009 at 

7:00 p.m.  Light refreshments will be served. 

 
The earliest artifact in the exhibition is a Revolutionary 

War period flat pocket which is 

decorated with exquisite 

embroidery.  Other purses include 

beaded drawstring bags with figural 

scenes, miserôs purses, reticules, 

beadwork bags with gilt metal 

frames and chain straps, micro-

beaded purses with intricate 

fringe and silver frames, 

handbags with celluloid frames, 

petit-point needlework bags, 

tapestry purses, and the mesh bags of Whiting & 

Davis.  There will also be some very interesting 

examples of purses from the early twentieth century. 
 
The exhibition will also include accessories such as 

hats, gloves, shoes, and jewelry from the nineteenth 

and twentieth centuries. 

 
In May, Society member Kay Worth will give a lively 

presentation on vintage purses and accessories with 

many examples from her collection.  Check the OCHS 

website online or call the OCHS office for more 

information as to time and date in mid-April.   

                            On-Line Feature 
 

This monthôs on-line exclusive will be 

an excerpt from our newest 

publication, When Cranberries Were 

King In Ocean County, NJ. Go to 

www.oceancountyhistory.org  and 

click on Society Scroll On-Line.  

Copies of the book are available at the Museum. 

19th century beaded purse 

with beaded fringe and gilt 

metal frame 



Sidney L. Taylor Addresses OCHS Audience 

By Barbara Reusch 
 

To mark the opening of the OCHS 

exhibition, ñAfrican-Americans in 

Ocean Countyò, Sidney Taylor, a 

retired educator now residing in 

New Egypt, NJ, spoke to a group 

of 42 members and friends on 

February 4th.  Mr. Taylor is related 

to Harriet Ross Tubman, the 

famous ñconductorò on the 

Underground Railroad.  He told the 

story of Harriet Ross Tubman and how she came to lead 

so many of her family and others out of slavery in 

Maryland to freedom. 
 
Mr Taylor stressed that slaves passed quickly through 

New Jersey (one route was through Bordentown en route 

to New York City) because New Jersey was considered a 

ñslave stateò.   
 
According to Mr. Taylor, a strong Quaker presence in 

Pennsylvania caused that state to be considered more 

hospitable.  He noted that even after the abolition of 

slavery, Bristol, PA allowed African-Americans to live 

anywhere they could afford, while just across the 

Delaware River in Burlington, NJ there was segregation 

in housing and in schools. 
 
Mr. Taylor noted how quickly 

the USA became a rich, strong 

nation after its founding, 

observing that our national 

development was built ñon the 

backs of slavesò, some of 

whom first entered this country 

as indentured servants.  He 

commended some of the many 

ñgood peopleò, such as Abigail and Elizabeth Goodwin 

in Salem, NJ, Rev. Thomas Oliver in Camden, NJ, and 

Enoch Middleton in Crosswicks, NJ, who helped the 

escaping slaves by offering their protection and 

resources to the Underground Railroad movement. 

The Bey Lea Golf Course 
 

By Pauline S. Miller 

Ocean County Historian 
 

The Bey Lea Municipal Golf Course, a fifty acre area 

between Bay Avenue and Old Freehold Road in Toms 

River, was first owned by an Indian who had a general 

store on his land near his house, in the early 1800ôs. 
 
Garrett Bailey bought the farm in 1854, then built barns 

for his cattle and horses who grazed on the meadows and 

drank water from the spring-fed pond.  He built a new 

house and converted the old house into storage. 
 
In 1919, the McGuire family from Long Branch bought 

the farm and built a larger house.  They wanted to retain 

the popular Bailey name, but changed the spelling to Bey 

Lea. 
 
In the 1950ôs, 

when the 

surrounding 

lands made 

the McGuire 

family feel 

hemmed in, 

they sold the 

farm and 

moved to a new farm located in Maryland.  They tried to 

sell the farm to the Township of Dover to be converted 

into a golf course. 
 
Township Committeeman Herbert Miller and Mayor 

John Woods successfully applied  for Green Acres 

funding to purchase the McGuire farm.  Green Acres 

supplied 90% of the purchase price of $4500.00  The 

Township paid the remaining 10%. 
 
When you drive down the roads surrounding the old 

farm grounds, you see golfers swinging their golf clubs 

in those pastures, now called golf greens, where cows 

and horses once grazed. 
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Grant. (R) Steve Oglesby, Cultural & 

Heritage director Tim Hart.  

(L)O.C. Planner John Brown, and 

Sidney L. Taylor 

The original appearance of Bey Lea Farm, Toms River. 
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