
The Society Scroll 
 

Newsletter of 

The Ocean County Historical Society 

26 Hadley Avenue 

Toms River, NJ 08753  
Phone: 732 341-1880  FAX: 732 341-4372 

ñTelling The Stories Of Ocean Countyò                                                                                                                              June 2009 

Presidents:  Past and Present 

By The Scroll Staff 

 
Following his election as President in 2007, Robert 

Garthwaite inherited a Society that was in disarray.  

Membership had fallen, morale was at an all-time low, 

and finances were confused.  

Working diligently with the 

newly elected Treasurer, Ferd 

Klebold, and Finance 

Committee member, Hal 

Unger, Bobôs first order of 

business was preparing for 

audits and locating and paying 

overdue bills. 
 
Bob modestly claims that his 

main contribution was to ñdust 

things off,ò but members 

know differently.  Bobôs 

warmth and abundance of 

people skills revitalized the Society by attracting new 

members and encouraging the return of longtime 

members as volunteers. 
 
Whether acting as a peacemaker or financier, or leading 

us in song at the membership banquet, Bob was the 

leader that we needed to get the Society back on track.  

Bob reached out to members of the community by 

soliciting their support and was most appreciative of 

their generosity.  Although Bobôs term as President is 

ending, we look forward to his continued involvement 

with the Society. 
 

Harold (Hal) Unger, our new President, is no stranger 

to OCHS.  He and his wife, Mary Lou, have worked as 

a team on many of the Societyôs fund-raising activities, 

from the Victorian teas to the train show to quilt shows. 
 
The work experience that Hal brings with him is 

invaluable.  He has always 

worked with people, serving 

as Civilian Personnel Director 

at Naval Air Station Lakehurst 

for thirty years, and for the 

last eight years as Quality 

Leadership Director.  Since 

retiring, Hal did part-time 

consulting work for a New 

Jersey non-profit group based 

in Trenton that gave quality 

awards to various segments of 

the economy.  Halôs focus 

was the education segment. 
 
Having vast experience in budgeting, long-range 

planning, and running programs, Hal is just the person 

OCHS needs to continue to thrive.  In his opinion, the 

Society has been ñbrought back to lifeò under Bob 

Garthwaiteôs leadership.  The biggest challenge facing 

the Society now is to become financially stable.  With 

Halôs financial planning skills, his ability to work as a 

team organizer and player, his long-range planning 

talents, and his willingness to be a good listener before 

carefully responding, Hal will be the key for OCHS to 

move from fragility to strength during the next two 

years. 

Current President Hal Unger & Past President Bob Garthwaite 



Toms River Resident Shares History 

By Barbara Reusch 

 
Born in Toms River in 1927, son of Elmer Applegate 

and Carrie Wilbert Applegate,  Alvin Applegate has 

enjoyed a long and interesting life.  Alvin met with a few 

OCHS members recently and recounted the personal 

adventures of a young man who grew up during tough 

economic times in this rural area. 

 
Alvin worked for Bey Lea Dairy, helping on the milk 

truck at age 12.  By age 14, Alvin was driving that truck 

and delivering to outstanding citizens.  Since the World 

War II draft had taken most drivers for the war effort, 

young Alvin was allowed to drive. 

 
Also working 

for Kieferôs 

Hatchery (on 

Hooper Ave. 

behind the 

present T.J. 

Maxx store) and 

Dover Farms 

(on Dugan 

Lane, off Rt. 9), 

Alvin helped with the care of chickens, turning eggs in 

the incubator so baby chicks didnôt stick to their shells, 

transporting unhatched eggs and dead chicks to a pig 

farm in Bayville, and aiding in the vaccination of 

chickens against disease.  By the late 1940ôs, Alvin was 

transporting chicks as far south as Pennsville, NJ where 

he  took a ferry to New Castle, Delaware, and finally 

delivered chicks to Salisbury, MD for farms rented by 

Purdue for the start of his chicken fryer business. 

 
In order to ñsee the world,ò Alvin joined the Navy at age 

17, with the signature of his mother, his legal guardian.  

He never left the United States, however.  Alvin married 

Miriam Camburn of Waretown, NJ while on ñboot 

leave.ò  After boot camp in Maryland, he was assigned 

to Purcell, OK where tail gunners for B-25ôs were 

trained.  He was discharged from Norman, OK in 

October 1945. 

 
Although Toms River Superintendent Nathaniel 

Detweiler made a special arrangement with Alvin to earn 

a high school diploma by taking just math and English 

classes and receiving credit for his work experience, 

Alvin regrets that he never kept his side of the bargain.  

He was lured by the airplanes of Jack McGuire of Bey 

Lea Dairy and was Jackôs right-hand man on many 

flights. 

 
One adventure in particular that stands out in Alvinôs 

mind involved a flight into the pines in which Jack 

brought his gun to hunt deer.  Alvin piloted the plane as 

Jack shot a deer!  Because there were only two seats in 

Jackôs plane, the soon-to-be venison claimed one seat 

and Jack the other.  Alvin waited at the airfield in 

Manahawkin for Jack to drop off the deer in Toms River 

and return to Manahawkin to pick him up!  One time, the 

daring duo even landed on Rt. 72 and had just enough 

gas to taxi to a gas station for fuel. 

 
After delivering fuel oil in Ocean County, Alvin decided 

to attend a trade school in Philadelphia for a year to learn 

how to service oil burners.  Eventually buying four other 

heating oil companies, he moved his whole operation to 

downtown Toms River.  In business for twenty-five 

years, Alvin sold his business to Point Bay Fuel. 

 
Alvin served as Chairman of the Ocean County Energy 

Council during the energy crisis in the 1970ôs.  An active 

member of Toms River Fire Company #2 for twenty 

years and now a Life Member, Alvin Applegate has 

contributed a great deal to Ocean County.  We salute 

you, Alvin! 
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Quilt Show Request 

The Quilt Show committee is requesting anyone who has 

antique, vintage, or contemporary American made quilts 

that they would like to exhibit during the Show should 

contact the OCHS office at 732 341 1880.  

Our annual Quilt Show will take place from 

November 5 to November 8, 2009. 

(L-R) Barbara Reusch, Ferd Klebold,  

Alvin Applegate, Betsy Dudas 



Attention Scroll Contributors  

 
When writing historical articles 

for submission to the Scroll , be 

sure to cite the sources of your 

information.  Those wishing to 

do further research will then be 

able to build upon your work 

with confidence in your accuracy. 

Upcoming Events 

 
Museum And Research Center Open..  First Saturday 

ééééé  1:00 PM-4:00 PM  Saturday, June 6, 2009 
 

Toms River Founders Day éé  Saturday, June 6, 2009 

 
Antique & Vintage Purses Program  

presented by Kate Butler ééééé.. 

ééé.7:00 PM  Thursday, June 11, 2009 

 
Morning At The Museum .. 10:00 AMé. 

ééééééééé.éé  Wednesday, June 17, 2009 

 
OCHS Board Meeting In the Birdsall Room, 7:00 PM 

éééééééééé.ééé  Monday, July 6, 2009 

 
Morning At The Museum .. 10:00 AMéééé..éé  

ééééééééééé...Wednesday, July 15, 2009 

 
Museum And Research Center Open..  First Saturday 

éééé  1:00 PM-4:00 PM  Saturday, August 1, 2009 

 
OCHS Board Meeting In the Birdsall Room, 7:00 PM 

ééééééé.ééééé  Monday, August 3, 2009 

 
Morning At The Museum .. 10:00 AMéééééé.é 

ééééééééé.é  Wednesday, August 19, 2009 

 
OCHS Olde Time Antiques & Collectibles Faire 

9:00 AM~4:00 PMééééééééééé.. 

ééééééé.. Saturday, September 5, 2009 

 
OCHS Board Meeting In the Birdsall Room, 

7:00 PMé..é.ééé  Monday, September 14, 2009 

 
Morning At The Museum .. 10:00 AMééééé....é 

ééééééé..é  Wednesday, September 16, 2009 

 

Museum And Research Center Open..  First Saturday 

éééé  1:00 PM-4:00 PM  Saturday, October 3, 2009 
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The Society Scroll Staff 
 

Barbara Reusch, editor, Ora Parks, Frank Parks 

Have you volunteered yet?  

OCHS Needs You!  

Calling All Seaside Heights Historians 

 
OCHS member Christopher Vaz encourages members 

and friends to tell him their memories or stories about 

Seaside 

Heights.  

He has a 

personal 

collection 

of over 

300 real 

photo 

cards, 

linens, and chrome cards of Seaside Heights.  Chris has 

requested others who would like to share in a photo 

history of Seaside Heights to add their postcards to the 

collection that will be published in a book he is writing.  

To contact Chris Vaz, e-mail cvaz@vazlaw.com or call 

732-604-9056. 

On-line Feature 
 

This editionôs on-line exclusive will feature Elizabeth 

Meirs Morgan.  To view this feature go to : 

www.oceancountyhistory.org  and click  on  Society 

Scroll On-line at the left of the page.  

Arts & Music Festival  
 

OCHS was pleased to participate in the 

Downtown Toms River Arts & Music 

Festival on May 16, 2009.  The Festival 

brought many visitors to the Downtown 

area, and many guests to the Museum! 

mailto:cvaz@vazlaw.com

